
 
 
Hello and welcome to Global Sanctuary for Elephants’ podcast, Global Rumblings. 
Global Sanctuary for Elephants, or GSE for short, is a nonprofit organization with a 
mission to create vast safe spaces for captive elephants where they are able to heal 
physically and emotionally, often from very traumatic pasts. 
 
I'm your host, Nadia Marzorati, and I'll be taking you to the lush jungle of the Mato Grosso 
region in central Brazil, home of GSE's initial project, Elephant Sanctuary Brazil, where 
former zoo and circus elephants from across South America live their best lives.  
 
Nadia: 
 
Hello, everyone. Welcome back to the Global Rumblings podcast. It's time to talk elephants 
today. 
 
And we are talking about a wonderful elephant named Sandro in today's podcast, the male 
Asian elephant at the Sorocaba Zoo in São Paulo State, Brazil, who hopefully soon will be 
calling Elephant Sanctuary Brazil his home. So let's say hi to Kat and Scott and find out 
more about Sandro. Hi, you two. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Good morning. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Good morning, Nadia. How are you? 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
I'm fine. Well, good evening from Germany. It's a time difference, huh? 
 
Have you got your coffee before we kick off? 
 



 
Kat: 
 
Oh, my God, yes, but not enough in my system yet, at least not me. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
OK, then I'll take over and do the talking. Wonderful, wonderful news. It's Sandro we are 
talking about today. 
 
So I will give a brief outline of his history and then you can fill in the blanks and let us know 
everything that you know about Sandro. So Sandro was born in 1971 in Asia at an unknown 
location. In the same year, he was captured and taken to the Netherlands to be trained as a 
circus elephant. 
 
And again, the same year, we are still in 1971. He's a baby. He was transferred with two 
other elephants to Brazil to perform in circuses where he performed for about 10 years as a 
circus elephant before being sent to the Sorocaba Zoo in São Paulo State, Brazil, where he 
has spent the last 40 years of his life. 
 
He is approximately 53 years old if he was indeed born in 1971. And he remained alone 
between 1982 and 1995 before a female Asian elephant named Raisa, who came from the 
Beto Carrero world, came to the zoo. 
 
Luckily, and that is my personal interpretation, there was no offspring from Sandro and from 
Raisa. 
 
And Raisa unfortunately died in November 2020. And the following month, a public 
prosecutor recommended Sandro be sent to the sanctuary in Brazil. And then the next five 
years between 2021 and 2025, there was ongoing legal battle and disputes about whether 
Sandro should stay at the zoo or be relocated to Elephant Sanctuary Brazil. 
 
And interestingly enough, in late 2025, IBAMA, which is the Brazilian Federal Environmental 
Agency, classed Sandro's living conditions as animal cruelty, saying that they failed to meet 
the most minimum standards. And so here we are, end of August, beginning of September 
2026. And Sandro will hopefully soon be your first male Asian elephant. 
 
So I'll ask you the same question as I did when we talked about Baby. What do you think, 
what springs to mind when you hear Sandro's story? 
 
 
Scott: 
He's cute. He's precious. He's charming. He's cheeky. 
 
Yeah. I mean, he's a pretty special boy. Not that any of them are not special, but you know, 
there's, as we know, there's sometimes you see somebody and it just, they resonate with 
you a little bit more. 



 
 
Kat: 
 
I mean, I don't know that that's his actual age. It would be strange for them to take him away 
from. Usually, when they were pulling babies from their moms, three or four was the average 
age that they did it at. 
 
Not that, you know, we're talking about them having ethics and morals about not pulling a 
baby away from its mom at that age. But I mean, there's definitely a possibility he could be a 
few years older. I mean, all of those records are so sketchy. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Yeah, that was my exact thought when you were reading through that. You know, honestly, 
we, I don't pay much attention to those histories. You know, they're all similar, but also we all 
know that many of them are not 100% accurate. 
 
So I never thought about that. I never looked at those dates, but indeed he's probably older, 
as Kat's saying. But, you know, a couple of years is not going to make a substantial 
difference in the big scheme of things. 
 
It's just one of those curiosities of when you put the math together, it's like, that raises more 
questions. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
I mean, but look at Baby. I mean, her records should be accurate. She's US-born and la la la 
la la. 
 
And she was pulled away from her mom. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Yeah, more typical with captive-born. 
 
Kat: 
Younger than two. 
 
Scott: 
Yeah, more typical with captive-born than with those coming out of Asia. Although I know, 
you know, going back to Sanctuary in Tennessee, you know, Tarra was little, little when she 
arrived too. 
 
And I think she was a 1972 baby. 



 
 
Kat: 
 
And with your looking, did you, did they list who the other elephants that he was shipped 
with? 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
I didn't go into such, such detail. No, I didn't. We would. 
 
Yes. Be interesting to see which are their elephants. If there are any other records on that, I 
can. 
 
Yeah, we can do that. Or listeners who are interested can dive in as well. Yeah. 
 
I mean, I thought as well, 1971 possibly, well, approximately born in 1971, then taken away, 
then sent to the zoo and then sent to Brazil, whereby Elephants in Japan, Miyako, she was 
brought to the zoo. She was under one year old. She was probably only six or seven 
months. 
 
So, yes, unfortunately, as we've talked about before, during those years, that was the done 
thing whereby under one year is quite immoral, I would say. So and a thing that stuck out to 
me is that between 2021 and 25, this ongoing battle where zoos appeal against court rulings 
to send their elephants to a sanctuary. And this is what listeners and supporters often say. 
 
Why is it taking so long? Well, now we know five years of appeals going in, not wanting to 
relocate their elephant. Like with Ramba, it took seven years. 
 
So, yes, and now finally we are here. So what can you tell us more about, Sandro? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
I'm actually working on a talk right now for the PAWS conference this fall. Hopefully, we'll be 
in Brazil with Sandro and not able to make the conference, but I'm going to record a talk. 
And it's about this exact same scenario that many times we don't hear about the rescues or 
many organizations don't talk about the rescues until it's, hey, the crate's on the way or 
they've already arrived. 
 
But there's a lot that goes into all of these and there's a lot that can't be spoken along the 
way and a lot that can't be shared and a lot of misinformation on the media. 
 
Kat: 
Although there is some that can be shared and organizations just don't because they're so 
scared of anything going wrong so that they wait until they're already there for a week before 
they're like, hey, they're here. 



 
 
Scott: 
 
Well, let's go back to the very beginning of this, We actually received a contract from the city 
to take Sandro and we immediately sent it to our lawyers. And before we even had a chance 
to look at it, they announced on social media that they were going to be sending Sandro to 
the sanctuary. I think it was the same day. 
 
They didn't tell us they were going to announce it on social media and immediately there was 
outcry against it. And since we didn't even have time to review and sign the contract, they 
actually rescinded the contract before that even happened. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
I mean, this was all like 48 hours. Like, we're not talking weeks. We are talking like this just 
showed up. 
 
Was it the mayor? Who? The prosecutor? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
It was somebody in the city, in the municipality. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Zoos and government are run so differently in Brazil. We don't even have like equivalents to 
compare it to sometimes. So it gets really confusing. 
 
But, yeah, they just up and we're like, OK, let's. We're going to send him. Take him. Here's a 
contract. Posted it and then turned around immediately. And we're like, never mind. I was 
like, OK. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
But even with that, it was already on social media and people are saying, oh, we hear 
Sandro's coming. It's like, wait a minute. Hold your horses a little bit. 
 
But, you know, how do you get into some of that stuff sometimes? Because it is so 
convoluted. And then there's a lawsuit and then there's a decision. 
 
You know, there's an appeal and then there's, you know, more indecision. And, you know, 
even at one point it was, yeah, we're going to do this. And they were not going to appeal the 
decision. 



 
And they sent out a technical team. But the technical team actually had a relatively neutral. 
They still felt that Sandro was better home. 
 
But they were relatively neutral about the sanctuary. A few questions that they raised were, I 
mean, somewhat ridiculous. Not somewhat. 
 
They were totally ridiculous. However, it was a relatively good visit. And, but that was just to 
buy time for them to wait to the last minute to appeal. 
 
They were always planning on appealing. So they appealed and then it went back again. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
Yeah, was it? Because the zoo said yes. And then suddenly it went on social media. So who 
complained? 
 
Was it people who I'll say, quote unquote, love Sandro and believe he should stay in the zoo 
so they can watch them on the Saturday afternoon? Sorry, I'm very sarcastic today. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Yeah, it was people who wanted to see him. It was the zoo community and biologists who. I 
mean, when we came to Brazil, there were a lot of zoos that were very open and we knew 
that would change. We knew from the experience in the U.S. with sanctuary in Tennessee 
that at some point the zoos would become a united front against sanctuary. 
 
And this is to preserve themselves, not just for elephants, but for other species, because 
they do say elephants first, who comes next, you know, primates, big cats, la la la. And of 
course, that's what happened in the U.S. 
 
So although it started friendly and we still do have decent relationships with some facilities, 
we knew that it would shift at this point. At this point, it has long shifted. 
 
And there is that front of biologists, veterinarians, zoo staff that try their hardest to not have 
any animal go to sanctuary for the effect it has on how people view zoos. Because if an 
elephant has to go to a sanctuary to have a good life, that means the life that they had in the 
zoo wasn't appropriate or wasn't a great life. So to essentially prevent that insult, they are 
willing to say any facility is better than a sanctuary, even a facility that, as you said, ends up 
being labeled as, 
 
Nadia: 
Animal mistreatment. 
 
Kat: 
Yeah. 



 
 
Nadia: 
 
Whereby quite interesting points, there was something about an electrical fence, electrical 
wiring, then the minimum standard of the ceiling height is six meters. His indoor enclosure is 
only three and a half. So on an interesting website, which is called Sandro no Santuário Já, 
meaning Sandro to Elephant, to Sanctuary Now, it's in Portuguese. 
 
So excuse my Portuguese explanation, pronunciation, I mean. So on this website, it says 
that the ceiling nearly touches Sandro's back. Three and a half meters. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
It doesn't nearly touch his back, it touches his back. Yeah, he actually has to crouch down to 
get through the doorways. There are some beams that he can stand in. In the space 
between the beams, his back doesn't quite touch, but where the beams are, he touches. 
 
So, you know, let's go back a little bit more, if I can. You know, there is there's so many 
components of this going back to the false narratives, going back to the claims people make, 
going back, where are the complaints coming from. There is a, and we've talked about it 
before, my elephant's going to die in transport. 
 
They're not going to know how to adapt. Oh, but my elephant's different. He's not going to 
know how to be away from his caregivers that he knows for so long. 
 
All these statements are made around the world and they're given so much merit. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
But these statements only exist when elephants are going to sanctuaries. When elephants 
get shipped to other zoos, none of these statements are ever made, of course. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
They also will say, you can't just leave them in the sanctuary and leave them abandoned and 
neglected. They need medical care. OK. 
 
One, when has an elephant died in transport. We've already talked about this before. Only 
under zoo to zoo and under sedation that wasn't properly monitored. 
 
With all ages of elephants in great distances. The same thing is happening with a colleague 
in Europe right now, where they have somebody that is apprehensive because the 
elephant's too old to travel, even though elephants older have traveled greater distances. 
They're not going to know how to adapt. 



 
Every elephant has adapted. They're going to miss their caregivers. So that elephant, 
Sandro, was alone for 16 hours a day, closed in about 400 square feet in his indoor 
enclosure. 
 
He's only fed, I think, two to three times a day. So his caregivers live with him minimally. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
And they don't have a good enough relationship to actually be able to do anything with him. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
They don't do any quantitative veterinary care. You know, they they they OK, a veterinary 
looks at them, you know. 
 
Kat: 
From a distance. 
 
Scott: 
From a distance. They don't have any training. 
 
They used to trim his feet, but it's super dangerous. They used to have somebody that was 
free contact, which, again, is illegal. So. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
By the regulators, regulations in Brazil. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
So going back to veterinary care, he was diagnosed with tooth issues. We said, how did he 
diagnose that? 
 
And they said he was, by, he stopped eating for two days. 
 
And then when they started cutting up his feed, his food again, then he started to eat. That 
means his teeth are having problems and he can't chew solid foods anymore. So we have to 
grind his food. 
 
It's like, were you ever able to look in his mouth? No, we can't see in his mouth. OK, but 
when he does open his mouth a little bit, you can't see teeth. 
 



Well, that's not uncommon with elephants. They actually close their cheeks over so you can't 
see in their mouth. You have to train them to open up their cheeks so you can see their 
teeth. Their teeth are molars in the back of their mouth. 
 
Kat: 
Especially the bottoms. 
 
Scott: 
So there's all these different factors. 
 
And one of the things they said when they were doing the technical visit is like, we're really 
concerned because his diet is really special. 
 
What is that? We cut his produce in small pieces and we shred his hay. Well, that takes 
really high credentials, doesn't it? And I think only. 
 
Kat: 
They were making it seem like we weren't going to be able to provide him the same level of 
diet that they were. So we had to ask what this big specialized diet was. And that was their 
response. It's like, OK, so you can do that, but somehow we can't? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
He doesn't get supplements for arthritis or any other issues that are known to be existing 
with aging elephants, which he also has indications of. I mean, there's so much that is wrong 
with that picture. Now, on top of that, let's add, as you already talked about, the space does 
not meet minimum standards outside space. 
 
The inside space does not meet minimum standards. They can't provide proper veterinary 
care. And somehow people are still arguing credentialed veterinarians and biologists are 
arguing that this is a better place for them. 
 
And early in the process, one of the things that was given tremendous credibility was a short 
paper by I think it was one biology student and two veterinary students or vice versa. And 
they said all the reasons why sanctuary is not appropriate and all the reasons why the zoo is 
appropriate, none of those which can be supported by fact. But that went into a part of the 
process, and that was given much more credibility than the actual fact was. And this is a 
problem that exists around the world with these cases. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
And we responded legally because, again, like you said, everything then gets filed and put 
into the legal process and becomes official record and lalala. So we responded like point by 
point to this paper and not just a response, but using studies done with elephants to back up 
all of the things we were saying. Multiple studies, not just one per point, multiple per point, 



you know, completely in depth studies that are highly regarded, you know, in the welfare 
community and in zoos. 
 
We used one specific zoo study in the U.S. It's the largest elephant zoo study that's ever 
been done. And we used that for multiple points. Yet it was almost like none of it existed just 
because they were the ones who wrote the initial paper. And that was the only thing that 
anyone paid attention to. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
And the false fear gets more credibility than the proven positive. People love to dwell on the 
fear. They love to dwell on the negative. 
 
And that's what gets all the credibility. You know, looking at Maison's case, the judge literally 
said, I don't want to be the one responsible who makes the decision and then have her die 
and transfer. But where is that a credible source? 
 
Where, again, when have elephants died and transfer? You know, so there's so many factors 
to all of this that are incredibly frustrating and infuriating. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Besides the fact that nobody has a problem when these elephants are in circus and that 
they're on the road, you know, every day for weeks at a time, that's not a problem. But now 
all of a sudden that they say, oh, they're going to die in transport when it's time to go to 
sanctuary. Now you have all this reluctance to actually put them in a container and move 
them when some of these elephants have spent 30 years of their life doing that on a regular 
basis. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Or the fact that they had Raisa in their zoo who collapsed and they couldn't care for. You 
know, there's a long story with that also. Just, again, a negative history. 
 
But that ends up not mattering. What matters is the false narrative. And that is one of the 
most things, that is why he is still there five years after all this started is because of the false 
narrative, not on any actual credible claims. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
And this is something I mean, we've been actively going back and forth with for all this time. 
It's not like one thing is said and then, you know, six months later, something else comes up 
or it moves through the process, you know, like this paper that Scott just mentioned that they 
wrote about why he shouldn't go to sanctuary. 



 
You know, we then have to spend weeks, if not months, writing the arguments against this 
paper and translating everything and citing everything and getting all of this together. 
 
You know, this has been an active battle for the most part for the past five years, and it's just 
stuff that we can't talk about because then it affects. Once something goes public and people 
pick up on things, it just has such a big chance of going sideways one way or another and 
aggravating a judge or pi**** off the mayor or what have you. So all of that just ends up 
needing to kind of stay internal. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
And we also can't be involved with inciting social media backlash also. You know, that ends 
up diminishing credibility. Sometimes it adds more fuel to it. 
 
Kat: 
 
Although they love to do it. 
 
Scott: 
Yeah, they love to do it. But when you fight back, it almost seems to give them more 
emphasis or the fight becomes stronger. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Sure, because they get the attention and people pay attention to their posts and their 
numbers go up. And then, you know, then they can go to the media because the media picks 
up on things while if we just stay quiet about most of it, it just self-diffuses. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
Yeah, that's the thing with social media. And I mean, the attention span nowadays is so short 
that even if you were to publish, you know, your letter or you were to publish a study or 
actual facts, people just want to see it. You know, trolls will be trolls. 
 
Scott: 
But the facts don't get in and the facts don't matter. And they don't have to prove the false 
narrative. You know, you can prove the positive, but they don't have to prove the negative. 
 
All they have to do is make a statement and then we are the onus of defending our position. 
But they don't have to defend with any level of credibility their false narrative. So fast 
forward. 
 
 



Nadia:​
Yeah. 
 
Scott: 
So, fast forward. 
 
Nadia: 
Yeah, fat forward now. So I have two questions out of what we've been talking about. One, 
they say he may not have teeth, but obviously hasn't been trained to open his cheeks. 
 
So he may have teeth. They're just hidden. And you said also possible other health 
conditions that he might have. Feet because you said they weren't doing foot care. 
 
So what do you know about his physical condition? And yes, where are you now? What are 
the preparations? 
 
If the court is now ruled that he is to be sent to you, how do the next weeks look like? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Just to wrap up the court side for one second. What it ended with is three judges that all said 
yes, move him. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
It went to like a pseudo Supreme Court, the highest level that this can go up to. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
And with that, the first judge said yes, the second judge said I need more time. And it was 
actually while we were, Baby was in the trailer before we even left the safari, the amusement 
park. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Mind you, they had had this for like a year. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
So the second judge comes back and he actually had some really harsh words against the 
zoo. 
 
 



Kat: 
 
And this is after he went to the zoo. He said he needed to see it, which honestly, I thought 
was just a delay tactic. 
 
Scott: 
Me too. 
 
Kat: 
But it wasn't. 
 
He actually did go to the zoo and the whoever is above them, you know, gave a very limited 
time for him to be able to do this. 
 
And he went to the zoo, came back. 
 
Scott: 
And said basically any report that we've seen about the conditions that Sandro lives within 
pale in comparison to the reality. The reality is so much worse than anything in a report. 
 
The reports are relatively benign. The reality is much more harsh and not only does Sandro 
need to move, he needs to move now. 
 
And there are other conditions in the zoo that need to be examined immediately. Anybody 
that would consider that anybody that considers the risk of transport to be a valid reason for 
him staying should reconsider the risk of him staying in those deplorable conditions every 
day. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Isn't he the one who said. 
 
Nadia: 
Well, kudos for him for going. 
 
Kat: 
Isn’t he the one who saidanybody who wrote a report supporting his life there should lose 
their license? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Yeah, something along those lines. I don't remember the phrasing, but it's basically anybody 
that spoke up for Sandro's, in defense of Sandro staying here should reconsider their 
profession or something along those lines because they again not having. 
 
 



Nadia: 
Very strong words. 
 
Scott: 
Which is really exciting. And can be used in other cases now to support the position that the 
sanctuary and pro animal folks have. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
And the third. Brazil is weird. If the second judge wouldn't give his answer, that meant the 
third judge couldn't give his answer. 
 
So when the second one did say he should go to sanctuary, the third also did say he should 
go to sanctuary. So it was unanimous across the three panel.  
 
Scott: 
On to health. 
 
Kat: 
He has to have teeth. 
 
I'm sorry. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
I've never seen an elephant of 50 something years old with no teeth at all. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Not even that they don't cook his food. They only cut it. So even with just cutting it up, he 
would still have difficulties with digesting if it wasn't cooked. 
 
So anyway, he's got teeth in there. What their condition is, who knows? I mean, in 
Tennessee, they had an elephant whose teeth literally grew over her palate, like so 
completely almost over the roof of her mouth. 
 
So really bad things can happen to teeth for sure. But he's got something in there. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Malocclusion is common with older elephants. Sometimes there are years behind cycle. I 
mean, what their schedule should be. 
 



We had Bunny who at 46 years old, before she became the sanctuary, lost a molar. A couple 
years later, lost another molar. And then a few years after that, she had another one coming 
in, which should have happened 30 years prior. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
Yeah, it's usually like every 10 years. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
So the cycle can be thrown off. But to say he has no teeth really is actually, you know, I hope 
that we can look in his mouth and see a bunch of teeth and be able to send a picture right 
back and say, see, this is what his teeth actually look like. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
So, say you hope you can look in his mouth. We are running out of time. I can't believe it. 
 
I feel like we've just sat down and started this conversation and I'm looking up and it's 
already half an hour gone. So we say we will hopefully be able to look in his mouth and tell 
them, hey, he has got teeth. So how do the next weeks look like? 
 
What are you doing? What is the preparation? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Well, right now we, everything is being put in place. We've already talked to the crane 
company. We've already talked to the trucking company. 
 
The biggest thing we're dealing with right now is not his health because everything points to 
him being fully capable of being transferred to the sanctuary and adapting to life in the 
sanctuary and receiving a higher level of carem will often help, also definitely help. The 
biggest thing right now is we are in the dry season in the north of Mato Grosso. So where we 
are or central Mato Grosso, which is also winter/ the hottest time of our year. 
 
And I know that doesn't make sense, but we've talked about it before. So it's cool in the 
south and hot in the central. It's the hottest month right now and September as well. 
 
So we are adapting the crate to an air conditioning system. We've been talking and doing a 
bunch of research. We're doing a test on the cheap option. 
 
The other option is going to be quite expensive and delay even more. So we're doing a 
couple little air conditioning. 
 



Kat: 
Cheap is a few thousand dollars. I mean, cheap isn't like cheap cheap. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
I think it's going to be, you know, rough numbers right now for this simple system is going to 
be like ten thousand, I think, US dollars plus. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
Oh, my gosh. Is that run on solar? 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Oh, no, that’s going to be a generator system. I mean, the air conditioning systems have 
high energy demand. So and then if you have solar, we can't guarantee. 
 
So we're trying to do a test right now. And if that works, then we'll be able to finalize the date 
and move on. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
The whole thing with pushing it for now is the judge initially said he wanted to move within 45 
days. And we let them know that's not going to work because their facility is really difficult as 
far as figuring out how and where to set up a crate so that he can have access in a way that 
is going to be safe for the humans because of the little ridiculous enclosure that he lives in. 
So there's going to have to be something a little something simple built there in order to be 
able to have access to the gates and the doors and be able to close them safely. 
 
He is aggressive. You know, we joke about him being cheeky and spunky. And he is, he's 
spicy. 
 
But his caregivers and the vet staff are scared of him. It's probably the biggest reason he 
doesn't actually receive training in medical care. So he is a big male. 
 
Everything has to be done safely. So not only do we have to do that, but we let the judge 
know 45 days is not going to be possible. We said we could probably do it in 90, which is 
what we are trying for. 
 
But that's the reason it ends up being at a time where we probably if it was another elephant 
would just bump it for, you know, a month and a half or so, just so that it is cooler out during 
the relocation. But the judge does not want that. So as in a lot of Baby's details and things 
that are being done with her, you know, when these are judge rulings, we are a little bit at the 
mercy of what the judge or judges say we need to do. 



 
 
Nadia: 
 
So one final question. Any crate training that will happen, need to happen? Although he is a 
former circus elephant, 40 years ago is a long time. 
 
 
Scott: 
 
Yeah, 40 years is a long time. He is an elephant who has no stimulation. So we're hoping 
that works in our adventures like we've had with other cases. 
 
We have done a lot of analysis of where we can put the crate. And we have where we have 
chosen is actually in his outdoor enclosure attached to his barn. But that's going to need a 
few other modifications, which our team will actually have to do. 
 
We're going to have to weld the support and, you know, add another gate. 
 
Nadia: 
Wow. 
 
Scott: 
In his actual enclosure in his barn. We have to add another temporary gate system so we 
can have a little bit more flexibility of how we can manage him. So there's a lot of issues that 
need to be resolved, but definitely crate training. 
 
Right now we have a few days planned for crate positioning and modifications and then a 
few days for crate training. And we'll just have to see how that goes, if all goes well. 
 
 
Kat: 
 
I mean, for those who have been with us for a while, you know, they'll know like Lady. We 
were there for five days. 
 
Scott: 
Three days. 
 
Kat: 
Before she moved. You know, Maia and Guida. 
 
Scott: 
Three days. 
 
 
 
 



Kat: 
 
Guida was ready to go the second she got access to that container. You're talking about 
elephants who, as Scott said, have no stimulation, have literally had zero enrichment. I think 
Sandro's enrichment is chasing his ducks for 30, 40 years. 
 
So you give them this giant box. And although it's not super exciting to us, to them, it's the 
first new thing they've had in 30 years. So you get these elephants who are, you know, 
Rana, all of those girls. 
 
Scott: 
Three days. 
 
Kat: 
…were immediately ready to go. 
 
Is that 100 percent guaranteed that that's going to be the case? No, but it is what we've seen 
in the past with all of the elephants that we've moved in Brazil. Bambi was the most 
reluctant, but Bambi was also scared in the corner of her barn because of her fight with 
Maison. 
 
So that is the hopes that it'll just be, you know, a few days of seeing a Phil go in and be 
comfortable in it and then closing up and going. 
 
 
Nadia: 
 
OK. Well, fantastic. What exciting news. 
 
So sending out lots of positive vibes that when the crate does arrive, Sandro just steps in. 
And for listeners who are interested in more details on Sandro, I will link up to that website 
called Sandro no Santuário Já. That was a little bit smoother this time with more details on 
Sandro's life and all the names of the circuses where he was etc. 
 
And yes, maybe we can find out the other names of the two elephants that he was sent to 
Brazil with in 1971. So great. Thanks for your time. 
 
And everyone follow GSE on their various social media posts to keep updated on news 
regarding Sandro. 
 
And yes, thank you. Hopefully next time we we are speaking, we are in the middle of the 
relocation or maybe he's already there. 
 
OK, you two. 
 
Scott; 
No pressure. Thank you, Nadia. It was always a pleasure. 
 



Kat: 
Bye. 
​
​
Nadia: 
 
That’s all that we have time for this week. We hope you enjoy the podcast. And if you did. 
Don't forget to subscribe. Hit the notification bell so you never miss an episode. Another 
great way to support the podcast is by leaving a five star rating or glowing review, as this 
helps other people discover the podcast. Thank you so much for your support and until we 
meet up for our next episode take care. 
 


