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Dear Friends,

As the holiday season approaches, we pause to reflect on an amazing year of challenges overcome and milestones achieved. We 
feel truly blessed to have received unwavering global support for our efforts to bring captive elephants home to Sanctuary in South 
America and around the world. What started out as a casual conversation to help one project quickly evolved into a remarkable 
collaboration of people from all walks of life working together to build expansive, natural habitats specifically designed to meet the 
physical and emotional needs of these exceedingly intelligent and sensitive animals. 

A cascade of wonderful events occurred throughout this year, the highlight of which was finding the ideal land for our pilot project, a 
remarkable 2800-acres, the home of Elephant Sanctuary Brazil (ESB).  Securing the property in May kicked off a firestorm of activity 
in support of development, including: a $100,000 pledge from the Serengeti Foundation, a $26,500 grant from LUSH Cosmetics and 
$25,000 from the Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee.  In September, we were awarded an incredible honor as a Grand Prize winner 

of Wells Fargo Works contest, receiving a cash prize of $25,000 and a 6-month business 
development mentorship.  On top of all of this, thanks to 1,064 donors we raised $91,000 
with our Autumn crowdfunding campaign!  All combined, these incredible gifts carried us 
past the half way point toward our Phase One target of $450,000.
 
We have also made significant inroads here in Brazil receiving a remarkably warm reception 
from the local community. In an especially kindhearted show of elephant caring, students 
from a local high school chose to include ESB in their next school fundraiser. November 
kicked off our very first volunteer day which we spent cleaning and repairing the house 
on the sanctuary property with help from supporters in the local community.  Thanks to 
their hard work, we’re able to move onto the property to oversee the daily developments 

and prepare to receive the first of many hundreds of loads of steel pipe for the necessary fence construction. With each hurdle 
overcome, we can’t help but shed joyful tears knowing that all of our efforts, supported by your generosity, have finally culminated 
in making a protected, healing space for elephants a reality. 

As 2015 winds down, we are laying the groundwork for construction that will enable us to welcome elephants in the coming 
months. Our next major project is one of the sanctuary’s most labor intensive and greatest expenses - fencing. 

Although it may sound counterintuitive, fencing is what allows elephants at sanc-
tuary to experience freedom. It enables them to wander, without human interfer-
ence, wherever they choose. Once an area is fenced in, it belongs to the elephants 
and is theirs to explore. 

We have raised the funds to build the Elephant Care Center but before we can welcome 
our first elephants we now also need to build two adjoining 20-acre corrals, comprised 
of about 7,300 linear feet. That will require about 740 fence posts, 210 tons of steel, and 75,000 lbs of concrete. We couldn’t do this 
next step without the support of donors like you, who we now ask to help us purchase the necessary materials to bring elephants 
home to Sanctuary.    -continued on page 2
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ASSISTANCE
Sharing what we’ve 
learned, for all elephants

BRAZIL 
PROGRESS
A welcomed reception 
and lots of volunteers
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Transformation that all 
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UPDATE
Tender care, while Ramba 
awaits sanctuary

   Building 
Sanctuary Together
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As one of a handful of global experts with experience in natural habitat 
sanctuary development, CEO Scott Blais is uniquely positioned to offer 
assistance to those working to improve the lives of elephants. He has 
witnessed first-hand the physical and emotional damage caused by 
captivity and the immeasurable healing that comes with true sanc-
tuary. For Scott, there is no greater reward than knowing that the 
perspective and expertise he shares with institutions and individuals 
the world over helps to increase awareness of the plight of elephants 
in captivity and reduce their suffering.  

SANCTUARY DEVELOPMENT:
•  Limousin, France, Elephant Haven: Sharing protocols, analyzing 

existing sanctuary designs and recommending improvements.
•   India, Dr. Rinku Gohain: Providing ongoing support and expertise, 

and advising on operating procedures to promote a new sanctuary 
model in India based on space and autonomy for the elephants.

EXPERT CONSULTING FOR ELEPHANTS:
•   Islamabad, Pakistan, Kaavan: A 28-year-old solitary zoo elephant 

frequently chained for 24 hours a day. Lending professional advice 
to influence authorities to release him to a suitable sanctuary.  

•  San Antonio, Texas, Lucky: A 51-year-old solitary zoo elephant. Pro-
viding expert testimony on behalf of the Animal Legal Defense Fund 
in support of legal action to move Lucky to sanctuary.

GLOBAL ELEPHANT CRISIS
•  Swaziland, Africa: Collaborating with five organizations and numer-

ous individuals to draft a statement to the US Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to stop three US zoos from importing 18 wild elephants 
from Swaziland. This statement was signed by 80 scientists, conser-
vationists and elephant care and animal welfare experts.  

•  Zimbabwe, Africa and Guangzhou, China: Analyzing photos of 27 
wild elephant calves captured in Zimbabwe and sold to China. The 
tragic and devastating details were featured in two separate articles 
published by National Geographic.

GLOBAL ASSISTANCE

Preliminary property inspection with state regulatory agency SEMA,  
Scott Blais (CEO of GSE) and Junia Machado (President of SEB)

First Volunteer Day, a day of cleaning with Kat Blais (Director of 
Elephant Health, GSE), Volunteer Eduardo and Property Guardian

Our inaugural school presentation in Chapada dos Guimarães - 
All about elephants, sanctuary, enviroment and taking positive 

action for a brighter future for all.

PROGRESS IN BRASIL

Continued from cover -
We need to raise $155,000 to fence the first 40 acres of sanctuary - that’s essentially $210 for every fence 
post or $7,750 per acre.  Your gift, at any level, will support this development, and forever change the lives of 
elephants who will call ESB home. 

Thank you for standing by us every step of the way. Ours is a labor of love, and it requires the ongoing as-
sistance of kind and compassionate individuals who are able to envision the first elephant walking off of the 
transport truck into sanctuary and the many happy arrivals that will follow. Know that every dollar donated brings 
elephants one step closer to sanctuary.  We are deeply honored to have you with us on this journey of healing. No matter how great the 
need, a sanctuary cannot exist without the support of those who contribute toward making a better life for rescued elephants. 
 
With eternal gratitude for your help in bringing the elephants home,

     
      Scott and Kat 
  

GSE cofounders, Scott & Kat Blais

To learn more about our founders, our dedicated board of directors and much, much more, please visit GlobalElephants.org



UPDATE FROM RAMBA’S NEW 
CAREGIVER, LAUREN:
I first learned about Ramba three years ago when Scott and Kat helped to rescue her 
from a circus in Chile. For the past three months, I have had the privilege of providing 
her with daily care at a temporary habitat in Rancagua, Chile. Ramba is a wise, beauti-
ful, confident individual who doesn’t hesitate to take advantage of her new freedoms. 
Whether she feels like enjoying some quiet, meditative grazing, playful splashing 
around in the pond mud bath, or dusting on the hill in the middle of her pond (often 
creating a ruckus for the bunnies that burrow there), she now happily spends her days 
as she chooses.  

When Ramba would like some company, she is not shy about letting me know. The 
other day we did some yard work together for a few hours. I noticed that some of the 
grass between the human fence and her elephant fence had grown long enough to 
make a tasty snack, but was out of her reach. I 
worked along the human fence cutting bunches 
of grass and tossing them to her. She followed 
along, pulling the grass inside her fence and 
eating it. When I leave her area for the night 
she will often walk over to the fence-line 
closest to the cabin where I stay. I sit out on 
the balcony so I can enjoy her company a bit 
longer and we listen to music together while I 
talk to my partner back in the States.  

The wisdom that Ramba imparts to me is impossible to put into words. I love being 
around her and offering as much care, comfort, security and compassion as I am able. 
That said, I know that I am not a substitute for an elephant companion or the ideal, an 
entire elephant family. I look forward with much hope and anticipation to the day that 
Ramba moves to her final home, the beautiful and spacious new habitat at Elephant 
Sanctuary Brazil. In that safe and nurturing environment, where she can live with other 
elephants, her new family, I know that she will continue to blossom into the elephant 
that she was born to be. 
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UNIQUE GIFT 
OPPORTUNITY 

Are you looking for a great gift for the 
person who already has everything? 
How about buying their favorite tools, for 
us, to be used to build sanctuary! 

As we prepare to move in we need 
countless items to launch full-scale 
construction: tools, safety gear, 
chainsaws, vehicles, a welder and much, 
much more. 

Your friend or loved one can be a part of 
the team. Be the first to call or send us 
an email and make a donation toward an 
item from the list below that you want 
to “Not Give” your friend or loved one. 
We’ll send them a “gift certificate” in 
their honor for the holidays. Then, after 
making the purchase, we will email a 
photo of their gifted item being used 
to build sanctuary for the elephants. 
They get all of the satisfaction of a job 
completed - without the sweat, dirt and 
sore muscles. 

**All items over $100 can even be 
named in honor of the giftee. “Chainsaw 
Uncle Bob,” will undoubtedly be a 
cherished tool for years to come. 

Special Holiday Gift Items- 
Urgently Needed to Literally 
Build the Sanctuary

2 Stihl Chain Saws - $260 ea.
2  Stihl Brush Cutters - $450 ea.
1/2” Hammer Drill  - $180
Circular Saw - $180
9” Angle Grinder - $133
4 1/2” Angle Grinder  - $75
3 Extension Cords 100’ - $50 ea.
Misc. Hand Tools - $100
3 Post Hole Diggers - $24 ea. 
Breaker Bar - $35
Air Compressor - $250
12 Work Gloves - $5 each
Used Car - $5,000
Diesel Welder - $10,000
2 Ladders - $225 ea.

We look forward to sharing photos and video of newly freed elephants exploring sanc-
tuary and discovering what it truly means to be an elephant. In this spectacular oasis, 
that you have helped to create, they will live out their lives in a respectful and nurturing 
environment, enjoying the autonomy, companionship and space that is their birthright. 

STAY TUNED IN 2016



DONATE
Online at:                                   
GlobalElephants.org
Text: “elephants” to 50155
Call: (615) 435-9523

Have Questions?  Please e-mail us at any time:
contact@GlobalElephants.org

A NEW LIFE FOR CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS IN 
SOUTH AMERICA IS JUST A TRUNK’S REACH 

AWAY. THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING!

/globalsanctuaryforelephants
Like us for in depth posts and blogs 
and all of the latest news

@globalelephants
Follow us for updates and global 
elephant news stories

Sign up for monthly email updates: GlobalElephants.org/email-sign-up/

Help an elephant- Share Our Newsletter
Visit our website- GlobalElephants.org

In more than two decades of working with elephants in sanctuary, we have developed a deep-rooted, and heartfelt belief that a 
safe haven, where suffering is eased and healing can take place, is the only healthy alternative for captive elephants. 

We know that an integral part of creating a healing place for elephants is providing access to vast, wide open space. Elephants 
require enough acreage to get lost within their own world of intuitive exploration. It is a simple but fundamental element of their 
lives and is what they need to thrive. While a 50 acre space can sustain their dietary needs, an elephant will quickly wander to 
the fence line in search of more. Elephants need hundreds of acres of natural habitat offering freedom of choice, every moment of 
every day; the freedom to explore, to seek out companions, to snack on vegetation, or to safely nap in a patch of sunlight.  

Our sanctuaries will offer rescued elephants both mental and physical stimulation, empowering them 
to think, move and function as they would in the wild. Our expansive property will enable sanctuary 
elephants to walk long distances and rebuild muscles that have grown weak from decades in 
captivity. Their teeth and toes will wear naturally as they dig and cut grass to eat. Through daily 15 
hour grazing their digestive systems will begin to recover from the harsh effects of the compact dried 
food they were forced to eat in captivity. For the first time in years, formerly isolated elephants will 
enjoy the companionship of a herd, hill climbing, mud sliding, and swimming and splashing in ponds 
and streams. As they form new bonds of friendship and take comfort in the knowledge that they are 
no longer alone, their instinctual elephant spirits will awaken.  

Another critical aspect of true sanctuary is providing an emotionally nurturing environment that allows elephants to communicate 
their fears and desires free from expectation. As they struggle to overcome trauma, their displays of anger and frustration will 
consistently be met with gestures of comfort and compassion. With appropriate support from both human caretakers and other 
herd members, rescued elephants will have the opportunity to transform vulnerability into strength.   

The space, freedom, unconditional love and respect sanctuary provides simply cannot be duplicated. It is the only healthy option 
for elephants in captivity. What true sanctuary offers is what bonds us all. That is why we need your support to make sanctuary life 
a reality for elephants around the globe. 

HELP RETURN THE JOY TO  
THE LIVES OF ELEPHANTS: 

THE IMMEASURABLE IMPACT OF SANCTUARY

Or mail your 
donation to:
PO Box 2426,
Brentwood, TN 37024

Home of Elephant Sanctuary Brazil
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